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Introduction to the primates in Laos

At least 16 primate species are confirmed in Lao, PDR (Lao’s People Democratic Republic —
also called Laos) from three different families: the Lorisidae, the Cercopithecidae
(subfamilies Colobinae and Cercopithecinae) and the Hylobatidae. All species present in Laos
are endemic to Southeast Asia and for certain to Indochina exclusively. Previous research on
the primates in Laos is very sparse and is in great need of improvement. This is particularly
true when 15 of the Laotian primates are classified as threatened by the International Union
for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and all confirmed species are listed in the Convention
on International Trade of Endangered Species (CITES). All primate species and their habitat
are also highly threatened by anthropogenic activity including hunting for food, traditional
medicine and pet trade as well as forest degradation for agriculture and legal or illegal
logging for traditional use or international export. This situation worsens with human
population growth. Taxonomy and distribution of non-human primates species is still
uncertain for Laos and further research could lead to the description of new species and
clarify their exact distribution. The Mekong River that crosses the country North to South is
a determinant geographical barrier which explains the clear pattern of species distribution in
Laos. Future research in the country should focus on the understanding of human needs and
wildlife conservation.
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About this guide

* This guide is the first one on non-human primate species for Laos. It is an invaluable
tool for researchers. It will aid species identification during surveys in the wild as well
as for traded animals.

* Information was compiled using several references.

* Primates that are not confirmed or accepted by all authors as distinctive species
(but rather as subspecies or morph) are indicated with brackets [....... ........]

* Distribution maps provide a general overview of the areas where each species is
reported and/or confirmed. These are subject to change with further data. The likely
distribution of each species is represented by the orange colour on the Laos map.

* Physical characteristics (body weight and head-body length) provided are
approximate and are here to give an idea of the relative size of each species.

* | represented only the head of the animals that can be identified principally from
key features on their head.

*The most distinct key features of each species are notified with *** for quick
reference.
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COLOBINES (family Cercopihecidae — subfamily Colobinae)







GIBBONS (family Hylobatidae)
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